CNN News Highlights — Crimean Bridge Destroyed
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4) Crimea is a 7) peninsula on the north coast of the 3) Black Sea. Russia formally 1) annexed the
region from Ukraine in 2014, and they’ve occupied it ever since. That same year, Russian
President Vladimir Putin began building a bridge connecting the Crimean Peninsula to Russia. But
on Saturday, as Russia continues its war against Ukraine, the 12-mile Kerch Strait Bridge

6) linking Crimea to Russia was hit by a blast that killed at least three people. The attack also did
significant §) damage to the bridge which is an important 9) supply chain for Russian troops
fighting in southern Ukraine. This bridge holds 8) strategic and 10) symbolic importance for the
Russian government. In response to the attack, the Ukrainian government 2) applauded the
damage but didn't take responsibility for it.

More now from CNN's senior international correspondent Fred Pleitgen.

1) acknowledging 2) blast 3) blew up 4) CCTV 5) devastating blow

6) ignite 7) lanes 8) massive explosion 9) partially collapsed 10) preliminary

A 5) devastating blow to VIadimir Putin’s war effort in Ukraine, both strategically and symbolically.
The Kerch Bridge, that links Russia's mainland with occupied Crimea, on fire and heavily
damaged. Moscow’s investigative committee, 1) acknowledging the severity of the attack.

According to 10) preliminary information, a truck exploded on the automobile part of the Crimean
bridge from the side of the Taman Peninsula in the morning today, which caused seven fuel tanks
to 6) ignite on a train heading towards the Crimean Peninsula. As a result, two 7) lanes

9) partially collapsed. This 4) CCTV video appears to show the moment of the 2) blast. A truck is
seen driving on the lane leading towards Crimea when all of a sudden, there’s a

8) massive explosion, though it’s not clear whether it is a truck that actually 3) blew up.

1) bottleneck 2) claim of responsibility | 3) ensured 4) extensive 5) forces

6) leadership 7) logistics 8) pointing the finger | 9) prestige project 10) vital supply artery

Russian officials saying several people were killed in the attack. Moscow already

8) pointing the finger at Ukraine. But so far, no 2) claim of responsibility from Kyiv's 6) leadership.
While Russian authorities say fuel and food supplies to Crimea are 3) ensured, videos released on
social media show long lines forming at gas stations on the peninsula just hours after the blast.

The Crimean bridge is a 10) vital supply artery for Russian 5) forces fighting in Ukraine, but it's
also a 9) prestige project for Russian President Vladimir Putin. Putin personally drove a truck
across the bridge when it was opened, and the attack came just a day after Putin's 70th birthday.
Moscow says it got the railway section of the bridge up and running again quickly but the damage
to the road section is more 4) extensive, creating another 1) bottleneck for Russian forces in
southern Ukraine already struggling with 7) logistics.

Fred Pleitgen, CNN, Kyiv.



