CNN News Highlights — Shopping for the Holidays

1) discretionary 2) inflation 3) key 4) land
5) predicted 6) pre-pandemic 7) retail 8) selective

We're going to begin with news on the economy regarding the most wonderful time of the year: the holiday season,
traditionally a big season for shopping as well. This year, many shoppers are returning to their

routines, going back nearly three years now. Shoppers are expected to shop big around some dates like
Black Friday last week, but they're also to make major purchases later in the shopping season, hoping to
deals.

This year, has limited many shoppers’ budgets though. But experts say that customers are pulling
back on spending, like furniture and electronics and are being more about what they buy.

1) buy now pay later 2) dipping 3) higher volume

4) installment loan 5) racking up debt 6) reflects
Many Americans are into their savings accounts and to make purchases as well. They're also
utilizing services like , which is a type of people might use instead of a traditional credit card.

Let's break it down by the numbers. Online, Black Friday sales in the United States topped a record-breaking
$9 billion this year and were over two percent higher compared to last year. U.S. shoppers spent a record $5.29 billion
on Thanksgiving Day, up nearly 3 percent from a year ago.

Experts are predicting that American shoppers spent more than $9.5 billion across Saturday and Sunday, and that
Monday will be the biggest online shopping day again, growing more than five percent from last year to $11 billion. But

some of that growth higher prices, not necessarily , due to inflation this year.
1) circulation 2) cooled 3) despite
4) healthy side of 5) niece 6) running hot
On this year's holiday shopping menu, more sales but with a inflation.
Cutting off your . I'm going crazy.
Denise Sallette is in the middle of her holiday shopping at Willowbrook Mall in Wayne, New Jersey.
This is for my mom. And then | got stuff for my kids and my and, oh my God.
This year, the wish list is looking a little different. Last month, inflation but was still at 7.7 percent

year-over-year.
I've had to cut back on shopping because things are too expensive. | mean, | do have three girls. They do understand
that, you know, times are hard right now and it's just me being a single mom.

high inflation, the National Retail Federation estimates that nearly 8 million more people will shop between
Black Friday and Cyber Monday and spend up to eight percent more this year than they did last year.

1) beat expectations 2) consumer sentiment 3) exceed
4) impacted 5) in the face of 6) overspend
We're looking at records in all categories. It is remarkable the cost and the price pressures that consumers

are still finding a way to increase their spending power in the economy, drive economic activity.

Last month, retail sales , up 1.3 percent in October. But this month, fell. Still, higher prices haven't
stopped some people from shopping.

Has that the way you're going to spend this holiday season?

For me, not really because | try not to anyways. So even before this is going on, | try not to what |
can do. -

‘ 1) amongst ‘ 2) nostalgia ‘ 3) portion ‘ 4) wise up

And according to the National Retail Federation, while online sales are expected to increase this year, a return to
in-store shopping will make up a larger of all holiday sales.

| kind of like in-person more.

You do

| don't know. It's just more of the feel of being able to touch it, being able to see it, being able to try it on for the stores
that you allow to, and then being everybody else.

It's that holiday that Willowbrook Mall says will help this year's shopping season return to pre-pandemic

expectations.
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Answers

1) discretionary 2) inflation 3) key 4) land

5) predicted 6) pre-pandemic 7) retail 8) selective

We're going to begin with news on the economy regarding the most wonderful time of the year: the holiday season,
traditionally a big season for shopping as well. This year, many shoppers are returning to their 6) pre-pandemic
routines, going back nearly three years now. Shoppers are expected to shop big around some 3) key dates like Black
Friday last week, but they're also 5) predicted to make major purchases later in the shopping season, hoping to

4) land deals.

This year, 2) inflation has limited many shoppers’ budgets though. But 7) retail experts say that customers are pulling
back on 1) discretionary spending, like furniture and electronics and are being more 8) selective about what they buy.

1) buy now pay later 2) dipping 3) higher volume

4) installment loan 5) racking up debt 6) reflects

Many Americans are 2) dipping into their savings accounts and 5) racking up debt to make purchases as well. They're
also utilizing services like 1) buy now pay later, which is a type of 4) installment loan people might use instead of a
traditional credit card.

Let's break it down by the numbers. Online, Black Friday sales in the United States topped a record-breaking
$9 billion this year and were over two percent higher compared to last year. U.S. shoppers spent a record $5.29 billion
on Thanksgiving Day, up nearly 3 percent from a year ago.

Experts are predicting that American shoppers spent more than $9.5 billion across Saturday and Sunday, and that
Monday will be the biggest online shopping day again, growing more than five percent from last year to $11 billion. But
some of that growth 6) reflects higher prices, not necessarily 3) higher volume, due to inflation this year.

1) circulation 2) cooled 3) despite

4) healthy side of 5) niece 6) running hot

On this year's holiday shopping menu, more sales but with a 4) healthy side of inflation.

Cutting off your 1) circulation. I'm going crazy.

Denise Sallette is in the middle of her holiday shopping at Willowbrook Mall in Wayne, New Jersey.

This is for my mom. And then | got stuff for my kids and my 5) niece and, oh my God.

This year, the wish list is looking a little different. Last month, inflation 2) cooled but was still 6) running hot at 7.7
percent year-over-year.

I've had to cut back on shopping because things are too expensive. | mean, | do have three girls. They do understand
that, you know, times are hard right now and it's just me being a single mom.

3) Despite high inflation, the National Retail Federation estimates that nearly 8 million more people will shop between
Black Friday and Cyber Monday and spend up to eight percent more this year than they did last year.

1) beat expectations 2) consumer sentiment 3) exceed

4) impacted 5) in the face of 6) overspend

We're looking at records in all categories. It is remarkable 5) in the face of the cost and the price pressures that
consumers are still finding a way to increase their spending power the economy, drive economic activity.

Last month, retail sales 1) beat expectations, up 1.3 percent in October. But this month, 2) consumer sentiment fell.
Still, higher prices haven't stopped some people from shopping.

Has that 4) impacted the way you're going to spend this holiday season?

For me, not really because | try not to 6) overspend anyways. So even before this is going on, | try not to 3) exceed
what | can do.

1) amongst 2) nostalgia 3) portion 4) wise up
9 9

And according to the National Retail Federation, while online sales are expected to increase this year, a return to
in-store shopping will make up a larger 3) portion of all holiday sales.

| kind of like in-person more.

You do 4) wise up.

| don't know. It's just more of the feel of being able to touch it, being able to see it, being able to try it on for the stores
that you allow to, and then being 1) amongst everybody else.

It's that holiday 2) nostalgia that Willowbrook Mall says will help this year's shopping season return to pre-pandemic
expectations.



