CNN News Highlights — Underground Artist

| 1) art gallery | 2) fine-tuning | 3) food stamps | 4) solo exhibit | 5) visual artists | 6) welfare |
Next up, we have the incredible story of an artist from New York City who grew up on and

, but spent years his craft. And now after becoming one of the most-followed
on social media, he's also getting his first inan

. Meet Devon Rodriguez.

| 1) bro | 2) conservative guy | 3) homeless | 4) run society | 5) subway | 6) tattooed |
| grew up in New York and I've been taking the since | was a child. You could see anything
and everything on the subway. You could have a person next to a millionaire and you could
have, you know, somebody with a fully face next to, like, a

. And to me, that's beautiful. These are like the people that | love. These are the people that
| grew up around. These are the people that . So this is what | wanted to present.
Excuse me, sir. | — | drew you.
Thanks.
| drew you.

That's amazing.
Nice to meet you too,

| 1) digestible | 2) feel seen | 3) humanity | 4) niche | 5) shock value | 6) wholesome quality |

| was experimenting with so many different things. What | realized is that most people in society

don't love art. It's just like a — it's probably like a thing. So | was thinking, how could | mix
that with something that most people would enjoy and make it to people. So I'm mixing the
drawing, but for them it's more about the of it and making somebody

. The of it and the of it.
| drew you.
Onh.
| 1) Bronx | 2) fan | 3) gate-kept industry | 4) most-followed visual artist | 5) obsessed | 6) underground artist |

People just love it. And they'll tell me like, “Man, | don't know what it is. | don't even care about art,
but you, I'm with your work.”

I've been a since | was 16 years old. I'm 24 now.

Maybe like six months ago, | became the on the whole entire internet. Now they're going to
come to the gallery tonight, and like, it might give them a different

perspective.

The whole show is called Underground, because | went around the world, traveling the
underground worlds. And the second meaning is | feel like I'm an , because | never really
had any work in any gallery or had a solo exhibition. Here from the , | was on welfare and
food stamps in this, you know, . | always felt like — | always just felt like | — | didn't belong.

| 1) more depth | 2) overnight success | 3) prepping | 4) put all my effort in | 5) what I’'m capable of |

| feel like I've been for this moment since | was like 14. Since | started painting for this
show, | really had to show people, you know, because people think that I'm just like this
TikToker . But, you know, | feel like | have than that. | really wanted to so that
people could see and hopefully they like it.
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Answers

| 1) art gallery | 2) fine-tuning | 3) food stamps | 4) solo exhibit | 5) visual artists | 6) welfare |

Next up, we have the incredible story of an artist from New York City who grew up on 6) welfare
and 3) food stamps, but spent years 2) fine-tuning his craft. And now after becoming one of the
most-followed 5) visual artists on social media, he's also getting his first 4) solo exhibit in an

1) art gallery. Meet Devon Rodriguez.

| 1) bro | 2) conservative guy | 3) homeless | 4) run society | 5) subway | 6) tattooed |

| grew up in New York and I've been taking the §) subway since | was a child. You could see
anything and everything on the subway. You could have a 3) homeless person next to a millionaire
and you could have, you know, somebody with a fully 6) tattooed face next to, like, a

2) conservative guy. And to me, that's beautiful. These are like the people that | love. These are
the people that | grew up around. These are the people that 4) run society. So this is what |
wanted to present.

Excuse me, sir. | -- | drew you.

Thanks.

| drew you.

That's amazing.

Nice to meet you too, 1) bro.

| 1) digestible | 2) feel seen | 3) humanity | 4) niche | 5) shock value | 6) wholesome quality |

| was experimenting with so many different things. What | realized is that most people in society
don't love art. It's just like a — it's probably like a 4) niche thing. So | was thinking, how could | mix
that with something that most people would enjoy and make it 1) digestible to people. So I'm
mixing the drawing, but for them it's more about the 3) humanity of it and making somebody

2) feel seen. The 5) shock value of it and the 6) wholesome quality of it.

| drew you.

Onh.

| 1) Bronx | 2) fan | 3) gate-kept industry | 4) most-followed visual artist | 5) obsessed | 6) underground artist |

People just love it. And they'll tell me like, “Man, | don't know what it is. | don't even care about art,
but you, I'm 5) obsessed with your work.”

I've been a 2) fan since | was 16 years old. I'm 24 now.

Maybe like six months ago, | became the 4) most-followed visual artist on the whole entire
internet. Now they're going to come to the gallery tonight, and like, it might give them a different
perspective.

The whole show is called Underground, because | went around the world, traveling the
underground worlds. And the second meaning is | feel like I'm an 6) underground artist, because |
never really had any work in any gallery or had a solo exhibition. Here from the 1) Bronx | was on
welfare and food stamps in this, you know, 3) gate-kept industry. | always felt like — | always just
felt like | — I didn't belong.

| 1) more depth | 2) overnight success | 3) prepping | 4) put all my effort in | 5) what I’'m capable of |

| feel like I've been 3) prepping for this moment since | was like 14. Since | started painting for this
show, | really had to show people, you know, 5) what I'm capable of because people think that I'm
just like this TikToker 2) overnight success. But, you know, | feel like | have 1) more depth than
that. | really wanted to 4) put all my effort in so that people could see and hopefully they like it.




