
CNN News Highlights — Pandas Go Home 
1) bamboo 2) in the wild 3) native 4) offensive lineman 5) pandemonium 6) World Wildlife fund 

 
We start today with some ____. These giant pandas at the National Zoo in Washington are very important 
pandas. The pandas are ____ to China, with an estimated 1800 left ____. That's according to the  
____. They're also China's national animal. Giant pandas live off of ____ and they can eat more than 80 
pounds of the plant every day. And they're not called giant pandas for nothing. A male can weigh up to 300 
pounds. That's an ____ in the NFL. So what makes these three bears so special? Well, China loaned them to 
the National Zoo as part of a program that dates back more than 50 years.  
 

1) cub 2) correspondent 3) diplomacy 4) five-decade 5) hiatus 6) significant 
 
But next week, this family, mom, and dad and their ____ will return home. And it's unclear whether China 
will send new bears. CNN ____ David Culver explains why this is ____ in the big picture of what's come to 
be known as Panda ____. 
For weeks, visitors at the National Zoo in Washington have stopped by to say goodbye. The zoo's three 
giant pandas now headed to China. Zoo staff call this a ____ in their ____, wildly popular panda program. 
Chinese officials have yet to say if it will continue. You might wonder, why this even matters?  
 

1) cuddly 2) diplomatic deep freeze 3) focus 4) pressing issues 5) warming bilateral ties 6) world order 
 
There are, of course, far more ____ between the U.S. and China. But as we look deeper, tracking where 
Pandas are leaving and where they're going, you get a better sense of the new  
____. China's hoping to craft these ____ creatures used for China's major political and diplomatic needs, 
especially in places where it hopes to gain. But China says its ____ is on conservation and research. 
President Nixon's visit to our country --  
Beijing's Panda diplomacy with Washington, as it's called, kicked off in 1972. Following President Nixon's 
historic visit to China. Chairman Mao Zedong, the Founder of Communist, China gifted two pandas to the 
U.S. in a sign of ____ after decades of ____.  
First Lady, Pat Nixon welcomed the Pandas to Washington. 
They will be enjoyed by the millions of people who come from across the country. 
 

1) coinciding 2) conservation 3) departing 4) expire 5) extension 6) stipulates 
 
Seeing their popularity rise amongst Americans, China sent more pandas to other zoos across the U.S., 
eventually loaning instead of gifting them. The 2011 agreement between China and the National Zoo  
____ ownership of the Pandas and any offspring belong to China. The contract also requires payment to 
China of $500,000 each year for the ____ of Giant Pandas in China.  
At its height, there were 15 pandas in the United States, but in the last decade, the numbers have dropped 
____ with worsening U.S.-China relations with the three Pandas now ____ the national zoo that only leaves 
zoo Atlanta with Pandas in the U.S.  
For now, the contracts for Atlanta's final four ____ next year, no word on any ____. 
 

1) bolster 2) influence 3) regions 4) renovations 5) the Americas 6) vacant 
 
And that could mean that by the end of 2024, the only Panda in zoos in all of ____ would be Xin Xin right 
here in Mexico City. 
China's also loaned out new Giant Pandas to other countries, including E.U. nations like Denmark, Finland, 
and Germany, and in the Middle East; Qatar getting their first Panda last year. ____ where China is looking 
to ____ its relations and increase its ____. Staff at the National Zoo, hopeful China might one day send 
over more Giant Pandas. They're even planning ____ for the soon to be ____ Panda exhibit. 



Translation 
我們今天從一些混亂開始。華盛頓國家動物園的這些大熊貓，是非常重要的熊貓。這些熊貓原產於中國，據

估計野外僅剩下 1800隻。這是根據世界野生動物基金會的資料。它們也是中國的國獸。大熊貓以竹子為

生，每天可以吃掉超過 80磅的植物。牠們之所以被稱為大熊貓，不是沒有原因的。一隻雄性大熊貓的體重

可以達到 300磅。這在美國國家橄欖球聯盟中相當於一名進攻線員。那麼，這三隻熊貓為何如此特別呢？

嗯，中國將它們借給國家動物園，這是一個超過 50年歷史的計劃的一部分。 
 
但下週，這個家庭，爸爸媽媽和他們的幼崽將返回家園。目前尚不清楚中國是否會派遣新的熊貓。CNN記者

David Culver解釋了這在所謂的熊貓外交的大背景下為何重要。 
數週以來，華盛頓國家動物園的訪客們一直拜訪來道別。動物園的三隻大熊貓現在要回到中國。動物園工作

人員稱這是他們五十年來極受歡迎的熊貓計劃的一個間歇。中國官員尚未表示是否會繼續。你可能會好奇，

這為何如此重要？ 
 
當然，美中之間有更迫切的問題。但當我們深入研究，追踪熊貓的離去和即將去往的地方時，你會更好地理

解新世界秩序。中國希望利用這些可愛的生物來滿足中國的主要政治和外交需求，尤其是在它希望獲得利益

的地方。但中國表示，它的重點是保育和研究。 
尼克森總統訪問我們國家—— 
1972年，北京與華盛頓的熊貓外交，隨著尼克森總統對中國的歷史性訪問開始。中國共產黨的創始人毛澤東

贈送了兩隻熊貓給美國，這是在幾十年的外交冰封後雙邊關係暖化的象徵。 
第一夫人帕特·尼克森歡迎熊貓來到華盛頓。 
她們將被來自全國各地的數百萬人民所喜愛。 
--- 
看到大熊貓在美國人中的受歡迎程度上升，中國將更多大熊貓送往美國各地的動物園，最終改為租借而非贈

送。2011年中國與國家動物園之間的協議規定，所有大熊貓及其後代的所有權屬於中國。合約還要求每年向

中國支付 50萬美元，用於中國境內大熊貓的保育工作。 
在最高峰時，美國有 15隻大熊貓，但在過去十年間，隨著中美關係的惡化，數量已經下降，現在國家動物

園的三隻大熊貓即將離開，這將使得亞特蘭大動物園成為美國唯一擁有大熊貓的動物園。 
目前為止，亞特蘭大最後四隻大熊貓的合同明年到期，尚無任何續約的消息。 
--- 
而這可能意味著到 2024年底，美洲所有動物園中唯一的大熊貓將是墨西哥城的辛辛。 
中國還將新的大熊貓租借給其他國家，包括歐盟國家如丹麥、芬蘭和德國，在中東；卡達去年獲得了他們的

第一隻大熊貓。這些都是中國期望加強關係並增加影響力的地區。國家動物園的工作人員希望中國有一天能

再次送來更多的大熊貓。他們甚至計劃翻新即將空置的大熊貓展區。 
 

 
 

 
You can access this activity here:  
https://linguadox.com/2023/11/09/cnn-news-highlights-pandas-go-home/ 
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Answers 
1) bamboo 2) in the wild 3) native 4) offensive lineman 5) pandemonium 6) World Wildlife fund 

We start today with some 5) pandemonium. These giant pandas at the National Zoo in Washington are 
very important pandas. The pandas are 3) native to China, with an estimated 1800 left 2) in the wild. That's 
according to the 6) World Wildlife Fund. They're also China's national animal. Giant pandas live off of  
1) bamboo and they can eat more than 80 pounds of the plant every day. And they're not called giant 
pandas for nothing. A male can weigh up to 300 pounds. That's an 4) offensive lineman in the NFL. So what 
makes these three bears so special? Well, China loaned them to the National Zoo as part of a program that 
dates back more than 50 years.  
 

1) cub 2) correspondent 3) diplomacy 4) five-decade 5) hiatus 6) significant 
But next week, this family, mom, and dad and their 1) cub will return home. And it's unclear whether China 
will send new bears. CNN 2) correspondent David Culver explains why this is 6) significant in the big picture 
of what's come to be known as Panda 3) diplomacy. 
For weeks, visitors at the National Zoo in Washington have stopped by to say goodbye. The zoo's three 
giant pandas now headed to China. Zoo staff call this a 5) hiatus in their 4) five-decade, wildly popular 
panda program. Chinese officials have yet to say if it will continue. You might wonder, why this even 
matters?  
 

1) cuddly 2) diplomatic deep freeze 3) focus 4) pressing issues 5) warming bilateral ties 6) world order 
There are, of course, far more 4) pressing issues between the U.S. and China. But as we look deeper, 
tracking where Pandas are leaving and where they're going, you get a better sense of the new  
6) world order. China's hoping to craft these 1) cuddly creatures used for China's major political and 
diplomatic needs, especially in places where it hopes to gain. But China says its 3) focus is on conservation 
and research. 
President Nixon's visit to our country --  
Beijing's Panda diplomacy with Washington, as it's called, kicked off in 1972. Following President Nixon's 
historic visit to China. Chairman Mao Zedong, the Founder of Communist, China gifted two pandas to the 
U.S. in a sign of 5) warming bilateral ties after decades of 2) diplomatic deep freeze.  
First Lady, Pat Nixon welcomed the Pandas to Washington. 
They will be enjoyed by the millions of people who come from across the country. 
 

1) coinciding 2) conservation 3) departing 4) expire 5) extension 6) stipulates 
Seeing their popularity rise amongst Americans, China sent more pandas to other zoos across the U.S., 
eventually loaning instead of gifting them. The 2011 agreement between China and the National Zoo  
6) stipulates ownership of the Pandas and any offspring belong to China. The contract also requires 
payment to China of $500,000 each year for the 2) conservation of Giant Pandas in China.  
At its height, there were 15 pandas in the United States, but in the last decade, the numbers have dropped 
1) coinciding with worsening U.S.-China relations with the three Pandas now 3) departing the national zoo 
that only leaves zoo Atlanta with Pandas in the U.S.  
For now, the contracts for Atlanta's final four 4) expire next year, no word on any 5) extension. 
 

1) bolster 2) influence 3) regions 4) renovations 5) the Americas 6) vacant 
And that could mean that by the end of 2024, the only Panda in zoos in all of 5) the Americas would be Xin 
Xin right here in Mexico City. 
China's also loaned out new Giant Pandas to other countries, including E.U. nations like Denmark, Finland, 
and Germany, and in the Middle East; Qatar getting their first Panda last year. 3) Regions where China is 
looking to 1) bolster its relations and increase its 2) influence. Staff at the National Zoo, hopeful China 
might one day send over more Giant Pandas. They're even planning 4) renovations for the soon to be  
6) vacant Panda exhibit. 
 


