CNN News Highlights — Recycling for Gold

| 1) discarded devices | 2) dismantled | 3) extract | 4) heaps | 5) medals | 6) rare earth metals
Pop quiz hot shot. During what Olympics were first made using precious metals recycled from used
electronics? 2012 London, 2016 Rio, 2020 Tokyo or 2024 Paris?

The Tokyo Olympics are your answer here. Almost 80,000 tons of collected from the public were used to
precious medals for the winner's medals.

Olympics organizers aren't the first to recycle of devices to extract precious medals. All over the world,
mobile phones, digital cameras, handheld games, laptops and more are and melted down to extract
gold, platinum and

| 1) circuit boards | 2) micrograms | 3) pliers | 4) stripping | 5) swapped out | 6) tedious |
In Afghanistan, workers are doing this job of electronics for precious metals with little technology
to assist them. In one of the least developed countries in the world, the work offers a profitable salary, but
workers fear the future of the trade may be short-lived, as precious metals are increasingly

for cheaper ones in newer electronics.

In a workshop filled with TVs, computers and cell phones, these electronics are only as useful as what's found

inside them. Workers break them apart using or their bare hands, searching for gold in their . Once
the metal is extracted, the are accumulated and stripped with acid.

| 1) better safeguards | 2) bleak | 3) diminishing | 4) dismantle | 5) profitable | 6) risky

It's a job both tedious and . Those in wealthier nations often rely on technology with for the same
process.

It takes a long time to everything. We don't have the necessary machinery, and we don't have much

equipment. We don't have much acid, which we bring in from Pakistan. So we can't extract anything except the
gold, not even the silver.

The men make a typical salary for Afghanistan, around $166 a month in this workshop, the owner says. But
while for some, the future of the trade is . According to workers, more and more electronics are
being produced with cheaper metals, slowly the amount of gold to be extracted from new items.

| 1) halt | 2) quantity | 3) revived | 4) soaring | 5) strip | 6) the Taliban
Japanese electronic products are decreasing day by day on the markets. And Chinese electronic products that
are increasing on the markets contain less or no gold, which is why the of gold is decreasing.

The trade was alongside return to power in 2021, when the acid used to the gold became
available again, workers say. gold prices have also contributed to the industry's rebirth. But just as fast as
it's been revived, the recycling of gold from electronics in Afghanistan could come to a

| 1) disappear | 2) durable | 3) maskless and gloveless | 4) meticulously | 5) sector | 6) thrives
The is not expected to grow. The new electronic devices are more , and they don't contain gold. |
don't think this business will develop any further and will

For now, men work on the floor of the workshop, , to make a living for themselves and their
families. But while Afghanistan's gold industry , the trade of recycling it may not for much longer.

Paula Newton, CNN.
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Answers
| 1) discarded devices | 2) dismantled | 3) extract | 4) heaps | 5) medals | 6) rare earth metals

Pop quiz hot shot. During what Olympics were 5) medals first made using precious metals recycled from used
electronics? 2012 London, 2016 Rio, 2020 Tokyo or 2024 Paris?

The Tokyo Olympics are your answer here. AlImost 80,000 tons of 1) discarded devices collected from the public
were used to 3) extract precious medals for the winner's medals.

Olympics organizers aren't the first to recycle 4) heaps of devices to extract precious medals. All over the world,
mobile phones, digital cameras, handheld games, laptops and more are 2) dismantled and melted down to
extract gold, platinum and 6) rare earth metals.

| 1) circuit boards | 2) micrograms | 3) pliers | 4) stripping | 5) swapped out | 6) tedious |
In Afghanistan, workers are doing this 6) tedious job of 4) stripping electronics for precious metals with little
technology to assist them. In one of the least developed countries in the world, the work offers a profitable
salary, but workers fear the future of the trade may be short-lived, as precious metals are increasingly

5) swapped out for cheaper ones in newer electronics.

In a workshop filled with TVs, computers and cell phones, these electronics are only as useful as what's found
inside them. Workers break them apart using 3) pliers or their bare hands, searching for gold in their 1) circuit
boards. Once the metal is extracted, the 2) micrograms are accumulated and stripped with acid.

| 1) better safeguards | 2) bleak | 3) diminishing | 4) dismantle | 5) profitable | 6) risky |
It's a job both tedious and 6) risky. Those in wealthier nations often rely on technology with 1) better
safeguards for the same process.

It takes a long time to 4) dismantle everything. We don't have the necessary machinery, and we don't have
much equipment. We don't have much acid, which we bring in from Pakistan. So we can't extract anything
except the gold, not even the silver.

The men make a typical salary for Afghanistan, around $166 a month in this workshop, the owner says. But
while 5) profitable for some, the future of the trade is 2) bleak. According to workers, more and more
electronics are being produced with cheaper metals, slowly 3) diminishing the amount of gold to be extracted
from new items.

| 1) halt | 2) quantity | 3) revived | 4) soaring | 5) strip | 6) the Taliban
Japanese electronic products are decreasing day by day on the markets. And Chinese electronic products that
are increasing on the markets contain less or no gold, which is why the 2) quantity of gold is decreasing.

The trade was 3) revived alongside 6) the Taliban return to power in 2021, when the acid used to 5) strip the
gold became available again, workers say. 4) Soaring gold prices have also contributed to the industry's rebirth.
But just as fast as it's been revived, the recycling of gold from electronics in Afghanistan could come to a 1) halt.

| 1) disappear | 2) durable | 3) maskless and gloveless | 4) meticulously | 5) sector | 6) thrives |
The 5) sector is not expected to grow. The new electronic devices are more 2) durable, and they don't contain
gold. I don't think this business will develop any further and will 1) disappear.

For now, men work 4) meticulously on the floor of the workshop, 3) maskless and gloveless, to make a living for
themselves and their families. But while Afghanistan's gold industry 6) thrives, the trade of recycling it may not
for much longer.

Paula Newton, CNN.



