CNN News Highlights — TikTok Polyglot

1) Cambodian | 2) conversationally | 3) fluently | 4) linguistic 5) polyglot | 6) spontaneous
reflexes interactions
Pop quiz, hot shot — which language has the longest alphabet in the world: Latin, Greek, , or Hawaiian? If

you said Cambodian, you are correct. Khmer, the official language of Cambodia, has an alphabet that is 74
letters long. Meanwhile, the Hawaiian alphabet is one of the shortest at 13.
We're about to meet TikTok star Yuji Beleza, who travels the world putting his language skills to the test by

connecting with the people he meets. He's a — someone who speaks several languages. He speaks five
of them , ten languages , and he can greet folks in dozens more — about 40 languages in total.
Check out how he uses and to break the ice around the world.

| 1) aka a language enthusiast | 2)bro | 3) Kazakh | 4) multiple languages | 5) Turkish | 6) wannabe |

"Where you guys from? Do you speak—where’re you from? | think | can speak your language, .|
interview people from all over the world, speaking their language and putting, uh, smiles on their faces."

This is Yuji Beleza, and he calls himselfa __ polyglot — _, someone who speaks and understands
____ fluently. He says he can speak in around 30 languages conversationally, and he's only 27 years old.

"l speak fluently in, uh, English, Japanese, Russian, German, and also _____. Excuse me, if | speak your
language, I'll give you ___ chocolate.” “Do you know him?" “Yes, he's on TikTok.” | have, uh, right now nearly
4 million followers on TikTok and nearly 3 million followers on Instagram.

"Say your language." "Sure."

[ 1) bilingual | 2) immigrant | 3) Lithuanian | 4) master’s | 5) sparked my interest | 6) Vienna |

Yujigrew upina____ community in Japan with his Irish mother and Japanese father, but says he never felt
completely accepted as a Japanese person. In high school, he went to Ireland for a year and says he felt like
an____ there, too.

"l had made more friends with the—actually the Polish and __ community. That’s one of the reasons |
became friends with them and, um, basically they were speaking Russian. That was the moment that kind of,
like, ___ inlanguages."

In college in Japan, he started studying Russian. Next, hegota ___in____, where he felt more comfortable
with Turkish immigrants.

1) communicate | 2) encouraged | 3) knowledge 4) native 5) the older generation | 6) wise
tongue

"Then | also realized that | need to learn Turkish to become more friends with them. | want to really learn this
language to understand the people and ____ with the people, so that made it easier."

It was one of those Turkish friends who him to start making videos. Now he speaks dozens of languages
and interviews people from all over the world, speaking their .

"l really enjoy talkingto all__ because they have really __ —they're really wise and they have, you know,
____, like super, super interesting stories to tell."

| 1) doorway | 2) Finnish | 3) forget the nerves | 4) grammatically | 5) Hungarian | 6) secret |

Yuji says he thinks that anyone who wants to learn a language should try to step out of the classroom,
and just use it. Another __ to languages? Oneisa_____ to the next.

" languageis similarto | and also Hungarian is very similar to the Turkic — which is Turkish —
language, and also Turkish language is very similar to Japanese language. So every language is kind of
connected in a way."
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Answers

1) Cambodian | 2) conversationally | 3) fluently | 4) linguistic 5) polyglot | 6) spontaneous
reflexes interactions

Pop quiz, hot shot — which language has the longest alphabet in the world: Latin, Greek, 1) Cambodian, or
Hawaiian? If you said Cambodian, you are correct. Khmer, the official language of Cambodia, has an alphabet
that is 74 letters long. Meanwhile, the Hawaiian alphabet is one of the shortest at 13.

We're about to meet TikTok star Yuji Beleza, who travels the world putting his language skills to the test by
connecting with the people he meets. He's a 5) polyglot — someone who speaks several languages. He
speaks five of them 3) fluently, ten languages 2) conversationally, and he can greet folks in dozens more —
about 40 languages in total. Check out how he uses 6) spontaneous interactions and 4) linguistic reflexes to
break the ice around the world.

| 1) aka a language enthusiast | 2)bro | 3) Kazakh | 4) multiple languages | 5) Turkish | 6) wannabe |

"Where you guys from? Do you speak—where’re you from? | think | can speak your language, 2) bro.” |
interview people from all over the world, speaking their language and putting, uh, smiles on their faces."

This is Yuji Beleza, and he calls himself a 6) wannabe polyglot — 1) aka a language enthusiast, someone
who speaks and understands 4) multiple languages fluently. He says he can speak in around 30 languages
conversationally, and he's only 27 years old.

"l speak fluently in, uh, English, Japanese, Russian, German, and also 5) Turkish. Excuse me, if | speak your
language, I'll give you 3) Kazakh chocolate.” “Do you know him?" “Yes, he's on TikTok.” | have, uh, right now
nearly 4 million followers on TikTok and nearly 3 million followers on Instagram.

"Say your language." "Sure."

| 1) bilingual | 2) immigrant | 3) Lithuanian | 4) master’s | 5) sparked my interest | 6) Vienna |

Yuji grew up in a 1) bilingual community in Japan with his Irish mother and Japanese father, but says he never
felt completely accepted as a Japanese person. In high school, he went to Ireland for a year and says he felt
like an 2) immigrant there, too.

"l had made more friends with the—actually the Polish and 3) Lithuanian community. That's one of the reasons
| became friends with them and, um, basically they were speaking Russian. That was the moment that kind of,
like, 5) sparked my interest in languages."

In college in Japan, he started studying Russian. Next, he got a 4) master’s in 6) Vienna, where he felt more
comfortable with Turkish immigrants.

1) communicate | 2) encouraged | 3) knowledge 4) native 5) the older generation | 6) wise
tongue

"Then | also realized that | need to learn Turkish to become more friends with them. | want to really learn this
language to understand the people and 1) communicate with the people, so that made it easier."

It was one of those Turkish friends who 2) encouraged him to start making videos. Now he speaks dozens of
languages and interviews people from all over the world, speaking their 4) native tongue.

"I really enjoy talking to all 5) the older generation because they have really 6) wise—they're really wise and
they have, you know, 3) knowledge, like super, super interesting stories to tell."

| 1) doorway | 2) Finnish | 3) forget the nerves | 4) grammatically | 5) Hungarian | 6) secret |

Yuji says he thinks that anyone who wants to learn a language should try to step out of the classroom, 3) forget
the nerves, and just use it. Another 6) secret to languages? One is a 1) doorway to the next.

"5) Hungarian language is similar to 2) Finnish 4) grammatically, and also Hungarian is very similar to the
Turkic — which is Turkish — language, and also Turkish language is very similar to Japanese language. So
every language is kind of connected in a way."



