CNN News Highlights — Halloween

1) a firsthand 2) boils 3) ghouls 4) price bumps 5) shakeup 6) tariffs
look

All right, listen up, and — Halloween is right around the corner. It is officially spooky season, but this
year, prices on costumes and accessories could look downright scary themselves. Why? Because of the ongoing

— the taxes on international trade. Our Natasha Chen got at how the could cause a for
the spookiest day of the year.

1) afford ‘ 2) component ‘ 3) imposed on ‘ 4) paycheck ‘ 5) retailers ‘ 6) ridiculous

For Halloween, Raina Hernandez’s six-year-old wants to dress as Carl from The Walking Dead. “It’s just . We
cannot even this at all.” This hat would work as part of her son’s costume, but it costs $30 alone. “I'd rather
just would have ahead of time, little by little, you know, from .” The Halloween and Costume
Association says roughly 90% of Halloween products contain at least one made overseas — most often in
China. Because of tariffs most Chinese imports, suppliers and say this Halloween’s products will cost a
little more, and you'll see less variety.

1) lay off 2) on edge 3) overnight 4) stoppage 5) upwards 6) whopping
jump in costs

“We’re all kind of , but we’re trying to stay positive.” Chris Zephro’s business, Trick-or-Treat Studios, designs

and produces all things scary and fun. But the real-life horror flick for him has been the this year. In April,

President Trump increased tariffs on most Chinese goods to a 145%. Then in May, when tariffs on Chinese

goods fell to 30%, some production in China resumed — but the had already caused a delay or shortage of

items for the season. All told, Zephro's tariff bill — of almost $800,000 — meant he had to 15

employees.

1) absorb 2) majority 3) pass on 4) props 5) tough 6) trickle effect
decision

There’s a . Importers like Trick-or-Treat Studios — who design and supply costumes, , and masks — are

paying an extra 30% for everything coming in from China, which they then have to share with their retail customers,
like Phantom Halloween, who then sells the products to consumers. Now, the owner here is also making a

about how much of the extra cost to and how much to .“The of kids’ costumes have probably

gone up S3 to $4. The of adult costumes have probably gone up $5 to $8.”

1) political 2) 3) price hike 4) reordered 5) textiles 6) the aftermath
predominantly isn’t pretty

Ryan Goldman’s family started Phantom Halloween stores in the 1980s. “The idea is to hold as many prices as we
can.” Some items made in Mexico, Vietnam, India, or the UK won’t see a , but anything involving plastics or
is made in China. “I'm not that , so we're just dealing with the aftermath of it — and S
it’s $150 more for you, how much more is that for the customer?” “At least $300. And that’s the reason why he
didn’t get this year.”
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Answers

1) a firsthand 2) boils 3) ghouls 4) price bumps 5) shakeup 6) tariffs
look

All right, listen up, 2) boils and 3) ghouls — Halloween is right around the corner. It is officially spooky season, but
this year, prices on costumes and accessories could look downright scary themselves. Why? Because of the ongoing
6) tariffs — the taxes on international trade. Our Natasha Chen got 1) a firsthand look at how the 4) price bumps
could cause a 5) shakeup for the spookiest day of the year.

1) afford ‘ 2) component ‘ 3) imposed on ‘ 4) paycheck ‘ 5) retailers ‘ 6) ridiculous

For Halloween, Raina Hernandez’s six-year-old wants to dress as Carl from The Walking Dead. “It’s just 6) ridiculous.
We cannot even 1) afford this at all.” This hat would work as part of her son’s costume, but it costs $30 alone. “I'd
rather just would have ahead of time, little by little, you know, 4) paycheck from 4) paycheck.” The Halloween and
Costume Association says roughly 90% of Halloween products contain at least one 2) component made overseas —
most often in China. Because of tariffs 3) imposed on most Chinese imports, suppliers and 5) retailers say this
Halloween’s products will cost a little more, and you'll see less variety.

1) lay off 2) on edge 3) overnight 4) stoppage 5) upwards 6) whopping
jump in costs

“We're all kind of 2) on edge, but we’re trying to stay positive.” Chris Zephro’s business, Trick-or-Treat Studios,
designs and produces all things scary and fun. But the real-life horror flick for him has been the 3) overnight jump in
costs this year. In April, President Trump increased tariffs on most Chinese goods to a 6) whopping 145%. Then in
May, when tariffs on Chinese goods fell to 30%, some production in China resumed — but the 4) stoppage had
already caused a delay or shortage of items for the season. All told, Zephro's tariff bill — 5) upwards of almost
$800,000 — meant he had to 1) lay off 15 employees.

1) absorb 2) majority 3) pass on 4) props 5) tough 6) trickle effect
decision

There’s a 6) trickle effect. Importers like Trick-or-Treat Studios — who design and supply costumes, 4) props, and
masks — are paying an extra 30% for everything coming in from China, which they then have to share with their
retail customers, like Phantom Halloween, who then sells the products to consumers. Now, the owner here is also
making a 5) tough decision about how much of the extra cost to 1) absorb and how much to 3) pass on. “The 2)
majority of kids’ costumes have probably gone up $3 to $4. The 2) majority of adult costumes have probably gone up
S5 to $8.”

1) political 2) 3) price hike 4) reordered 5) textiles 6) the aftermath
predominantly isn’t pretty

Ryan Goldman’s family started Phantom Halloween stores in the 1980s. “The idea is to hold as many prices as we
can.” Some items made in Mexico, Vietnam, India, or the UK won’t see a 3) price hike, but anything involving plastics
or 5) textiles is 2) predominantly made in China. “I’'m not that 1) political, so we’re just dealing with the aftermath of
it — and 6) the aftermath isn’t pretty.” “If it’s $150 more for you, how much more is that for the customer?” “At
least $300. And that’s the reason why he didn’t get 4) reordered this year.”



