CNN News Highlights — Paralympics

1) Chernobyl nuclear 2) inspiration and | 3) neglect and | 4) Paralympic | 5) para 6) radiation

reactor incident motivation abuse biathlon | poisoning
Now to a story about from the world of sports at the 2026 Paralympic Games in Italy. Team USA's Oxana Masters
has done it again and by it | mean gold, winning the women's sitting sprint . Okana now has 20 medals
overall, 10 of them gold. The eighth-time Paralympian has become legendary in both the winter and summer games. She
was born in Ukraine with her hands, feet, and legs not properly formed due to from the . Abandoned by her
parents, she spent seven years in an orphanage where she would have to sneak out to find food because of the she
faced.

| 1) adopted |2) amputated |3) bone infection |4) concussion |5) medals |6) most decorated |

She was by an American professor, Miss Gay Masters, moved to the US, and over the course of seven years would
have both of her legs . But nothing stopped her from dreaming big. Not even a surgery, a ,and a
leading into these paralympic games in Italy. At 36 years old, Oxana is the American Paralympian of all time. | had

the chance to catch up with her to hear her incredible story and find out what motivates her to reach new heights.

Oh my gosh, it was amazing to be able to bring home the first gold. | didn't think | was going to bring home any gold. So,
for it to be the first one for Team USA was just — it just feels — doesn't even feel real.

It's funny to hear you say, "l didn't think | was going to win any at these games."

1) dealt with a | 2) opportunity | 3) play them how | 4) resilient | 5) shaping you 6) upbringing
certain card they are into

In the leadup, you had to battle surgery, a bone infection, a concussion. Do you ever just say to yourself, "Why me?"

Um, | think the human in me... definitely there's moments of it, but | don't live in, like, the “why me”. | think it's just more
like especially as you know, sometimes you're just , deck of cards, and you just got to . And | think not why
me, but | think, just another to show and learn something about myself, how strong | am, how humans are,
and just power through. Yeah. And | know you've, you've talked a lot about this in your book, and | can't wait to have
people get into that. But when you talk about your , how tough your childhood was, all that you've been through,
what — what is one story you can share with us and how did that tough time end up the strong woman that you are
today?

| 1) accomplished | 2) athlete | 3) creep in | 4) injured | 5) invader of the mind | 6) superpowers

You know, | was told when | was having my legs amputated, | would never walk again. I'll never be an . And didn't
know any of this was possible for me. And | think for those little kids and people that are watching, if someone's telling
you no, don't be afraid to be that first one for the next person to see what's truly possible. And if you're doing it alone, do
it the best you can. And just, you know, you're going to create an opportunity for someone in the future. As superhuman

and all these you seem to have, do you ever have that “ " and try to tell you just give up, you're tired,
you're , you've already so much. Do you ever — do you ever feel that?
1) dead last 2) DNF 3) go in one ear and out 4) lean into 5) on top of the 6) regret
the other podium

Yeah, | feel that. And honestly, | felt that every single three weeks leading to the games, and, and it happened on my most
recent race yesterday, where | got fourth place and it didn't end up going my way. For me, | am an athlete and a person

that believes in finishing what | start. Whether it puts you or it puts you ora , I'm going to finish what |
can if | have the ability to do so. And | think, you know, yeabh, it's easy to that voice, but | would have so much
if I did. and me pushing through and ignoring just to let that thought , like, “I see you — not today.” Thank you. And

just listening to the voice of my family, my community, and my team that showed up for me to help me be where | am
right now.
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Answers

1) Chernobyl nuclear 2) inspiration and | 3) neglect and | 4) Paralympic | 5) para 6) radiation
reactor incident motivation abuse biathlon | poisoning

Now to a story about 2) inspiration and motivation from the world of sports at the 2026 Paralympic Games in Italy. Team
USA's Oxana Masters has done it again and by it | mean gold, winning the women's sitting sprint 5) para biathlon. Okana
now has 20 4) Paralympic medals overall, 10 of them gold. The eighth time Parlympian has become legendary in both the
winter and summer games. She was born in Ukraine with her hands, feet, and legs not properly formed due to 6) radiation
poisoning from the 1) Chernobyl nuclear reactor incident. Abandoned by her parents, she spent seven years in an
orphanage where she would have to sneak out to find food because of the 3) neglect and abuse she faced.

| 1) adopted |2) amputated |3) bone infection |4) concussion |5) medals |6) most decorated |

She was 1) adopted by an American professor, Miss Gay Masters, moved to the US, and over the course of seven years
would have both of her legs 2) amputated. But nothing stopped her from dreaming big. Not even a surgery, a 3) bone
infection, and a 4) concussion leading into these paralympic games in Italy. At 36 years old, Oxana is the 6) most decorated
American Paralympian of all time. | had the chance to catch up with her to hear her incredible story and find out what
motivates her to reach new heights.

Oh my gosh, it was amazing to be able to bring home the first gold. | didn't think | was going to bring home any gold. So,
for it to be the first one for Team USA was just — it just feels — doesn't even feel real.

It's funny to hear you say, "I didn't think | was going to win any 5) medals at these games."

1) dealt with a | 2) opportunity | 3) play them how | 4) resilient | 5) shaping you 6) upbringing
certain card they are into

In the leadup, you had to battle surgery, a bone infection, a concussion. Do you ever just say to yourself, "Why me?"

Um, | think the human in me... definitely there's moments of it, but | don't live in, like, the “why me”. | think it's just more
like especially as you know, sometimes you're just 1) dealt with a certain card, deck of cards, and you just got to 3) play
them how they are. And | think not why me, but | think, just another 2) opportunity to show and learn something about
myself, how strong | am, how 4) resilient humans are, and just power through. Yeah. And | know you've, you've talked a
lot about this in your book, and | can't wait to have people get into that. But when you talk about your 6) upbringing, how
tough your childhood was, all that you've been through, what — what is one story you can share with us and how did that
tough time end up 5) shaping you into the strong woman that you are today?

| 1) accomplished | 2) athlete | 3) creep in | 4) injured | 5) invader of the mind | 6) superpowers

You know, | was told when | was having my legs amputated, | would never walk again. I'll never be an 2) athlete. And
didn't know any of this was possible for me. And I think for those little kids and people that are watching, if someone's
telling you no, don't be afraid to be that first one for the next person to see what's truly possible. And if you're doing it
alone, do it the best you can. And just, you know, you're going to create an opportunity for someone in the future. As
superhuman and all these 6) superpowers you seem to have, do you ever have that “5) invader of the mind” 3) creep in
and try to tell you just give up, you're tired, you're 4) injured, you've already 1) accomplished so much. Do you ever — do
you ever feel that?

1) dead last 2) DNF 3) go in one ear and out 4) lean into 5) on top of the 6) regret
the other podium

Yeah, | feel that. And honestly, | felt that every single three weeks leading to the games, and, and it happened on my most
recent race yesterday, where | got fourth place and it didn't end up going my way. For me, | am an athlete and a person
that believes in finishing what | start. Whether it puts you 5) on top of the podium or it puts you 1) dead last or a 2) DNF,
I'm going to finish what | can if | have the ability to do so. And | think, you know, yeabh, it's easy to 4) lean into that voice,
but | would have so much 6) regret if | did. and me pushing through and ignoring just to let that thought 3) go in one ear
and out the other, like, “I see you — not today.” Thank you. And just listening to the voice of my family, my community,
and my team that showed up for me to help me be where | am right now.



